Interview Questions (No word limit unless stated—Ilet us get to know you!)

The person:

1.

What threewordsdo you think describe you asa human being?

Ah, pulling out the old character sheet here— well, let's see... | see myself as something of a
Perfectionist, though not always successfully achieving that. | am definitely a Workahalic,
throwing myself into everything 150%. And I try to be conscientious and kind.

How do you think otherswould describe you?
M ost people see me as emotional, tense, and good at reading people, with lots of empathy.

Please tell uswhat you are most passionate about outside of writing.
My family, my intimate friends, and being “ present” with them as much aspossible.

Do you have any pets? If so, introduce usto them.

(pic enclosed) Hershey, who is 5, isa Basset Hound mix, and ASPCA rescue. He's absolutely
adorable, unconditionally loving, and very actively playful. L oves playing fetch and wrestling
and leaping for hisropebone.

What isyour most precious memory?

| havealot of precious memories, but | don't think | can, or should, name a most preciousone. |
liketo think lifeisa series of precious memoriesand each isjust asimportant asthelast, and the
next. I'm not trying to avoid the question. It really isa philosophy with me. If you make one
thing your most precious memory, that could diminish otherslater or before or falsely imply to
outsider sthat you have a certain point of view, or a new memory hasthe power to displace
another “ at thetop” . Nah. Not for me. It's all good, even great.

What isyour most embarrassing memory?

On theother hand, embarrassing memories ARE for ranking, so you never, ever do them again. |
fell asleep in Chem classin high school, absolutely nose down, sound asleep in the middle of the
lecture. Theteacher camethrough the classroom, stopped right next to my desk, continuing to
lecture, and ssimply raised hisvoiceright next tome. | startled so badly | fell out of my desk onto
thefloor. NO ONE made a sound. That was not the most embarrassing fact. Thiswas:. the
teacher? MY OWN FATHER. Everyone was waiting to see what he would do to me. | was
written up. My one and only disciplinereferral in high schoal. (I'd gotten one previously in
junior high, but that'sanother story.)

If you weren’ t awriter, what would you be doing with your life?
I'd haveto find someway towrite, but if | really couldn't beawriter in any way, 1'd probably be
acounselor, or ateacher.

In two paragraphsor lesswriteyour obituary.

Lara Zielinsky died yesterday in the fullness of old age, having spent her life growingin
experiences, lovers, and friendsuntil the very last. She penned mor e than two dozen novels, and
mor e than forty short stories, adding to the world with unfor gettable char acter s of amazing grace.
According to her close friends, dozens of whom showed up to see her ashes put in the cargo hold
of the latest Mars mission launch, thiswas very much a reflection of who she was personally.



Thewriter:

9. Can you describethetimeyou realized you wereindeed a“ real” writer?
Thefirst time someone told me my writing was publishable. | was 16, in Boston, taking a
wor kshop with thefiction editor of the Boston Globe.

10. What isgoing on with your writing these days?
I've been following the sales of my first novel, finishing the sequel, and planning the first two
novelsin aseries|'ll tackle next.

11. What areyour futuregoalsfor your writing?
Intheshort term, I'd like to finish the sequel and seeit through to publication. Long term —1'd
liketo arrange my lifefor alittle morewriting time, to be ableto invest professional-level
priority in it.

12. Can you describe a typical writing day for you?
| writein the early mornings, beforetherest of my family isawake. Also, on lunch breaks at
work if I get them.

13. Why do you write?
To sharetimewith the wonder ful charactersin my head, to help their livesunfold on paper, and
for thethrill of sharing them with readers.

14. What writer most inspiresyou? Why?
Tobehonest, | am inspired by everything | read, and read alot, though not asmuch as| would
like. Sometimesit's“ | wish | could writelikethat” , and sometimesit's“ | hopel never sound like
that” . Thenon-fiction or news gives me something to chew on about the human condition or a
story idea kernel.

15. How do you define your writing?
Vivid, emational journeyswhich are part drama, part adventure, part romance, areflection of
life.

16. In one sentence—what do you want peopleto say about your writing in fifty years?
I'd like peopleto say my storiesintroduced them to some really memorable char acters,
wonderful every day people, and made the readersfeel along with their adventuresand journeys.

The details:

17. Can you tell uswhereto find moreinformation on you? Website? Blog?
My website: http://www.lzfiction.net

18. Isthereaplace wherereaderscan reach you?
My email group on Y ahoo, http://groups.yahoo.com/gr oup/Izfiction2/

19. Can you list all your book titles so people can look for them?

Thenove: “ Turning Point” , published April 2007 by P.D. Publishing. Link on Amazon.com,
http://tinyur|.com/38o0owp




| also haveashort story “ Study Buddies’ availablein the premier issue of “ Read TheseLips’, an
online free zine, http://www.r eadthesdlips.com/

20. For new reader s—what can they expect when they read your book(s)?
| hopereadersfind escape and enjoyment in my stories of love between women, with full lives,
trialsand triumphs, and Happily Ever After. Readerswill find third person intimate point of
view; | don't writein first person. After finishing, they should expect to fedl asif they've walked
in afictional someone else's shoes. And accor ding to many past reader s, they should be
expecting to stay up all night to finish the longer stories.

In conclusion:

21. Takeasmuch space as necessary to speak to our reader s—what would you like them to know
about you and your writing?

There'saromantic styleto my language. I'm not into hip “ happenin' dang, or endless comedies
of errors. | writeadventure and life of the every day sort, so don't expect super spiesor rogue
cops. | haveallittle fascination with the duality of life that actorscan get into, but
acting/Hollywood is a setting, not the main thrust of the stories. | generally don't have partners
who aresimilar ages, or even similar stagesin life. | don't livein a M ecca of Gayness, like San
Francisco, or even South Florida (to pick someplace closer to home) so don't expect storiesin
which everyon€' s queer, or the charactershang out in single-sex only places constantly. And
definitely my characters come from all the stages of life.

I alwayswant my writing to reflect theworld as| seeit and that's pretty balanced. People have
beautiful lives, and | really likethat. Probably my journalism background coming out. | used to
write Feature stories, and finding thelittlest things about people fascinating in order to conduct
an interview was a required sKkill.

| also want towritein away that paintsa picture, though not arigid, paint-by-number stype of
image, rather afamiliar scenewherethereader fillsin the minute details according to their
experiences, and therest isan emotional painting. You can see thetension, fed the source of the
fear, seethe hesitation and the love asvividly asif you were seeing it on your own partner's
face, and know its sourceintuitively. If | make a heart beat faster, not because| wrote“ her heart
beat faster” but because the situation resonates and you can tell that her ssumbling language and
thefaint trace of sweat tickling down the nape of her neck showsyou her heart is pounding
faster, then I'vedonewhat | want to do with my writing.

And finally, | want readersto know I do not “ crank out stories’ . Eventually I'll get to
everything, but it isthe perfectionist in methat sowsme down. | hopethereader findsthetime
worth it, with every story | write. With every story | write, | want to learn something moreas
well. So no rehashing tired themes with me from work to work. The same sex scene will not
appear in four stories, with only the names and faces changed.

So | hopeyou all enjoy reading asmuch as| lovewriting. Have a great day, and I'll seeyou
between the cover s (wink) soon!

(signatur eimage attached)



